
Circuit Rider 
Karen Lilli Pax, Pastor 

karenlillipax@gmail.com 

914-309-8479 

_________________________ 
      

     BOURNE UMC 

     PO Box 3037 
     37 Sandwich Rd 
     Bourne, MA 02532  
     Sunday Service 10:30am 
 

Secretary: Annie Fritschner 
Office: (508) 759-4898 

Office Hours: Tue/Wed/Thur 9-2 
Email:  bumcsecretary37@gmail.com 

______________________________ 

        

       CATAUMET UMC 

       PO Box 812 
      1091 County Rd 

      Cataumet, MA 02534 
      Sunday Service                                 

9:00am  
 

Secretary:  Linda Henderson 
Office (508) 563-3555 

Email: cumcsecretary2@gmail.com 

______________________________ 

 

WEST FALMOUTH UMC 

                        PO Box 303 
 636 W. Falmouth Hwy 
 West Falmouth, MA 02547 
 Sunday Service:  8:15am 
 

 
Secretary:  Eva Peterson 

Email:  churchsec.wf@gmail.com 

 

______________________________ 

 

Visit us on FaceBook! 

Parish Website 

www.bcwfparish.org 
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THE 

From the Pastor  
  

It’s the miracle of the clean slate that made me love school.  
Every semester was a new beginning; a do-over.  It’s easy to get 
enthusiastic when things are new, over and over again. 
 

The start of the school year refreshes that feeling in a lot of us,  
I think, so let us welcome this season of new beginnings! 
 

We ought to recognize and maybe even remember, that God 
keeps giving us a new day as a clean slate, and another chance 
to live well.  A day to show kindness and to be at peace.   
 

Mary Oliver begins her poem Softest of Mornings with these 
words: 

Softest of mornings, hello. 
And what will you do today, I wonder, 

To my heart? 
 

Pay attention to where your heart will take you in these beauti-
ful new fall days.  Savor them, share them; use them well.  
 

See you in church. 
 

Karen Lilli Pax 

N O T - R E ALLY - A - N E WS LE T T E R!  

In the absence of a secretary at Bourne UMC for two months, 
it has been a challenge to share information and stay up-t0-
date.   

Here is news about our Annual Charge Conference with the 
DS, the Pumpkin Patch, and Small Groups. Also included is 
some single-church specific dates and information.   

This Not-Really-A-Newsletter is an abbreviated attempt to 
help you get your calendar for fall sorted out, and to make 
sure you don’t miss anything. 

We are also pleased to announce that Annie Fritschner will 
begin as BUMC secretary after Labor Day. Hopefully this 
Not-Really-A-Newsletter will keep us connected until   
Annie gets us back on track in October! 

  



 

September 29th at about 12:30 pm, the delivery of 
more than 2000 pumpkins will arrive at the Bourne 
church in preparation for the month-long sale.  This pro-
ject has been a major fundraiser for the Bourne Food 
Pantry for more than 17 years.  In addition to benefiting 
the Food Pantry, the pumpkins provide an economic 
market for the Navajo Tribe where the pumpkins are 
grown.  Supporting Native Americans is one of the mis-
sions of the United Methodist Church. 
 

If you are available to help on the 29th (or any 
other time in October), we will need many hands to 
make the organization of that day go well.  Here are 
some of the folks coordinating that as well as the entire 
month of October: 
 

Stu Parsons, Bob Burt, and Chris Mark, set up of 
the Patch and take down at the end of October.  They will 
also be instrumental in coordinating on the 29th.  Tom 
Johnston has volunteered to make sure all the helpers 
don’t run into each other that day!  Cathy Tibbetts 
and Kathy Parsons will be on hand to help in any way 
possible.  Arne Carr and his trailer makes sure that the 
pumpkins that can’t be sold are recycled. 
 

Steve and Julita Lucas have once again taken on the 
task of signing up the people who will staff the Patch 
each shift.  It is open on Sundays from noon to 6 pm and 
Monday through Saturday from 10:30 pm to 6 pm.  
 

Carol Ann Dubois, Judy Battles, Kathy Parsons, 
Cathy Tibbetts, and Donald Maclean will make 
sure the money gets appropriately tallied and accounted 
each day. 
 

Sarah Butler and Joanie Davis will make sure that 
Family Day on October 12th, (rain date, Oct. 19th) is a fun 
time for all.  Games, music, bake sale, etc.  Nancy Am-
bler will also be there to assist.   
 

Everyone in the Parish is needed to make this project a 
success.  If you can help, the leaders of each group would 
love to have you offer – their contact info is in the Parish 
Directory or you can call Susan Goux at 508-759-4601 
and she will make sure you are signed up!   

The Pumpkins  

are coming! 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

November 10, 2024 
Sunday  

AT 12:00 NOON   

ALL-PARISH ANNUAL  

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

Our combined conference  
will be held at the  

West Falmouth UMC  
 

SPRC meetings with the DS will be 
held prior to that date by ZOOM. 

 

Reports filed online  
due October 25, 2024. 

 
Reports for the printed booklet 

due November 5, 2024. 
 

Come at 11:00 AM and enjoy  
refreshments and fellowship  

before the  
Charge Conference at 12:00 PM 



Choosing our Future (BUMC) 

Lunch & Conversation  
September 8 & 22, 2024 

 

In July the church gathered after a Sunday       
service to learn more from the team that met 
with the Wesley Development Group consult-
ant, Herb Taylor.  The team outlined the re-
search  data and information that was compiled 
to help inform our discussions.   
 

Two more congregational meetings are planned 
to engage the congregation in the thoughts 
about Choosing our Future.    
 

We know what the church is now and has been 
in the past but what will it be in the future? 
 
September 8th we will hear possible options 
that were discussed and invite you to brain-
storm with the team that met over the Spring.   
 
After having some time to absorb all the ideas 
presented, on September 22nd the congrega-
tion is invited to gather again to discuss possi-
ble conclusions to our thoughts, ideas, and fu-
ture.   
 

Please plan to join us and add your thoughts to 
the discussions.  Each meeting will be immedi-
ately after church, and a light lunch will be 
available.   

 

It’s Back to Sunday School time (BUMC) 

Sunday school for ages 5-14 will begin again on 
Sunday, September 8th.   

If you have a family member, a friend, or a 
neighbor who has children ready to learn about 
the teachings of Jesus and God’s love for all of 
us, please bring them to church.  

The children and teachers will leave the service 
halfway through to learn from each other and 
have a bit of fun and music.   

The teachers are Joan Davis, Susan Goux, 
Tom Goux, Stu Parsons, Kathy Parsons, 
and Rod Weston. 

 

 ROOF FUND UPDATE 
 

Now that the roof is finished and protecting us 
from the rain, we need to finish funding 
it.  The goal is a total of $70,000.  So far dona-
tions and pledges total $44,720.  This gets us a 
little more than halfway there, but there is still a 
long way to go.   
 

To fully pay the roofer, we gratefully accepted a 
loan of $45,000 from a generous parishioner, 
which we agreed to pay back in quarterly pay-
ments of $5,625 over the next two years.  The 
first payment was made in August with 7 more to 
go.  Your contribution is needed to meet this 
commitment.   
 

Please join in to keep the roof over our 
heads! 

 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING 
 

The Special Offerings on August 18 & 25 

At BUMC for the Chelsea Fire Victims 
 

collected $771.00. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 



 

WELCOME ANNIE FRITSCHNER! 

 

We are thrilled to introduce Annie  
as our new Church Secretary  

at Bourne UMC! 

Annie is from Louisville, KY and attended   
Connecticut College which confirmed she 
is a New Englander in her soul.  
 
She has spent her professional life as a 
fundraiser and fundraising and marketing 
consultant, working with all types of       
organizations and is still active in the As-
sociation of Fundraising Professionals,   
although semi-retired from the profes-
sion. 
 
She is a Red Cross disaster volunteer and 
the third generation ARC volunteer in her 
family; her grandparents met in France 
during World War 1 and married there, 
her grandfather being a solider and her 
grandmother a Red Cross nurse. 
 
Annie will begin on September 3, 2024. 

 

 


