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Bourne, Cataumet, West Falmouth Parish United Methodist Newsletter 

 

From the Pastor 

 

What do you say, when someone asks you “Why do you go to 
church?” It may be hard to describe exactly what church means. 
Perhaps the asker of the question wonders if we attend by habit 
or by desire?   

Church is many things –praising God with songs and prayers 
and giving.  It offers words of scripture and teaching; fellowship, 
and a place to share both joy and pain.  It is a place to know and 
to be known. 
  

Albert Schweitzer said: 
 

“Do not let Sunday be taken from you.   
If your soul has no Sunday,  

it becomes an orphan.” 
 

See you in church 

Karen Lilli Pax 

PENTECOST 

Why do we call  

Pentecost  

 

The Birthday  

of the Church? 

 

Why does the date 
change every year? 

 

What season does 
Pentecost end? 

 

Be with us on  

May 19 to find out! 



 

United Women of Faith  

United Women in Faith will be meeting in 
Crain Hall on Monday, May 6th at 12:30. 
Julita Lucas will be presenting the program, 
“A View of the World Through Photography” 
Bring a sandwich. Dessert and beverage will 
be provided. Questions? Contact Joan Davis at 
508- 759-2104. 

Mark your calendars!!  

On Friday, June 14th, there will be an ALL 
PARISH Dish-To-Pass dinner at BUMC with 
musical entertainment! John Read (former 
organist and choir director at both Bourne 
and Cataumet UMCs) will be with us to play 
the piano and lead us in song. There will also 
be other musicians singing and/or playing   
instruments. 

Bring a dish to pass. Dessert and beverage will 
be provided by United Women in Faith. 

 

Do you like to have fun  
while helping our neighbors? 

Donald MacLean has invited our church to 
join with the Bourne Newcomers and Neigh-
bors (BNN) for the 6th Annual Walk for Hope 
taking place on May 19.  Money raised goes to 
support the Housing Assistance Corporation, 
whose services range from homeless outreach, 
prevention, and shelters to rental voucher 
management, first-time homebuyer education, 
and building "missing middle" housing—
smaller homes affordable to our year-
rounders. You're invited to come to Falmouth 
at 1:00 pm on Sunday, May 19th to walk to-
gether and/or cheer them on. Hundreds of 
walkers gather in the town center to begin the 
three mile trek. If you are interested in joining 
others from our church and the BNN team or 
want to donate to Housing Assistance contact 
Donald.  To learn more 
about this fun event, use 
this link:  https://
haconcapecod.org/news
-events/annual-events/
walk-for-hope/  Click 
on the link “Get In-
volved” to register for 
the walk. 

Caring Connections 

We are ready to go.                                    
Several  folks have                                     
volunteered to write  
cards, to make calls or  
to make visits.   
It’s a wonderful way to stay                        
in touch with folks who can’t                
make it to church. 
 
We’ve had cards donated but would  
still appreciate any stamps.  
If you would like to be a part of this  
ministry, call Joan Davis 508- 759- 2104. 

Special Blessing in  West Falmouth 

There were special blessings on Sunday, April 
14, 2024, at the West Falmouth UMC.  Six-
year-old Aubri Hall got a necklace with a 
cross for her birthday this week, and her dad 
Andy asked for a special blessing during  
worship.   
     
           Andy also recently 
           received a cross   
           necklace recently,       
   \      and wished to have 
           his blessed as well. 
 

           The congregation 
           added their           
                      enthusiastic well-                      
           wishing   after the 
           blessing,   which 
           ended with the  
           words: 

        

“May their lives always  
reflect Your light. 

May they feel  
Your presence, 

and may they know  
that You have more love  

for them than they can ever hold. 
Amen.” 

 

 

https://haconcapecod.org/news-events/annual-events/walk-for-hope/
https://haconcapecod.org/news-events/annual-events/walk-for-hope/
https://haconcapecod.org/news-events/annual-events/walk-for-hope/
https://haconcapecod.org/news-events/annual-events/walk-for-hope/


 F A I T H  P R O F I L E S  

Milt Williamson 

West Falmouth UMC 

 FAITH PROFILES will be a regular feature of our newsletter each month 
to help acquaint members of the three churches with each other. 

 

I was born in Brockton, MA during a blizzard.  When I was a year old we moved to 
West Falmouth, where my mother was from.  My earliest childhood memory was 
fishing with my father during the hurricane of 1938.  There was no advance notice 
of weather events in those days, so we simply went home when the wind and rain 
got significant!  I attended Sunday School and church as a child.  In those days 
most people lived close enough to walk.  Particularly during the war years of the 
second World War,  church was a gathering place for suppers and events. 

Seasonal celebrations in town were held at the church and included every-
one, not just members of the church.  At Christmas, all the children were 
given a gift by Santa Claus. 
 

I attended Falmouth Schools and during high school worked part-time at 
my father’s store, which was next door to the church in the building which 
is now the café.  I scooped ice cream, made ice cream sodas, and made 
change.  After high school I attended Mass. College of Art & Design in Bos-
ton, receiving my BFA.   After college I enlisted in the Army to satisfy my 
draft deferment status during those college years. Basic training at Fort 
Dix, NJ and then stationed at Fort Bragg, NC. 

In front of dad’s store 

Milt & Sue wedding photo 1968 

My favorite hymn is  

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
which uses the  
“Ode to Joy”  

tune of Beethoven. 

Cathy Smith of Falmouth Art Cen-
ter presents a cake for a late 90th 
birthday celebration! 

 Sue and I loved traveling and visited many National Parks from the Everglades to Olympic NP. In 
2005 we moved permanently to our summer home in West Falmouth. During the first decade back 
on the Cape I was a  member of the West Falmouth Library Board of Directors. I was particularly  
honored to have been involved with its renovation and new addition as well as designing the plaques 
for the donor walls. I am a charter member of the Upper Cape Camera Club. My photographs have 
been exhibited and sold in various venues across the upper cape such as the Falmouth Art Center, 
and libraries in Falmouth, Bourne, and Mashpee. 

I was assigned to an art job with the 
Psychological Warfare School providing 
training aids for the faculty. After the 
Army I returned to the Boston area with 
a job in a small mail advertising agency, 
and then was a graphic designer with 
Container Corporation of America in 
Medford for the next 24 years. From the 
plant closing in 1985  I did free-lance 
work from my home in Weston and re-
tired in the early 1990’s. 



   

 

 

 

  
Bourne Baptisms 

On Sunday, April 14, 2024, Bourne United 
Methodist Church celebrated with Sarah and 
Tyler Butler and their families, the baptism of 
their children Madeline Marie and Joseph  
Edward. 

All present joined in the responsorial   
liturgy,   
pledged  
love and  
support as  
these newest   
members                               
grow in faith.  
Madeline                          
and Joseph  
are now                                            
officially 
members of the church. 
 
Lay Leaders Judy Battles and Joan Davis pre-
sented the family with white roses and certifi-
cates of baptism, and Pastor Karen sprinkled 
the congregation to ‘refresh their baptisms.’ 

Following the service, coffee and fellowship 
time included a large cake and special  
refreshments. 

It was a pleasure to welcome many family 
members and friends to join in the celebra-
tion. Our baptism liturgy ends with these 
words for Madeline and  Joseph:   
 

The God of all grace, 
who has called us to       

eternal glory in Christ 
establish you and strengthen     

you by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
that you may live in grace  and peace.  

Amen. 

Hey BUMC Folks..  
 

Do you know where your church  
name tag is?  
Have you been wearing it?  
Has yours gone missing?  
Have you never had one?  

If you would like to have one made there will be 
a sign up sheet in Crain Hall on the information 
table. 

How big is the United Methodist Church? 

Our individual churches may be small but the 
United Methodist Church (UMC) is mighty.  
Every four years the General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church worldwide meets to 
pray, talk, argue, and come to agreement on 
how the church is organized and what its work 
will be for the next four years.   

This year the General Conference will include 
133 Annual Conferences (we belong to the New 
England Conference); 862 voting delegates 
(half clergy and half laypeople); members from 
five continents, 56% from the US, 32% from Af-
rica, 6% from the Philippines, and 5% from Eu-
rope.  While they will be discussing and voting 
on 1,099 resolutions, most of you know for sev-
eral years, even decades, there has been brew-
ing a divisive issue that has caused some 
churches to leave the UMC.   

Efforts to come to agreement over the issue of 
Human Sexuality has been hotly debated at the 
last several General Conferences and there had 
been hopes for a common resolution by now.  
COVID caused a delay of the 2020 conference 
and postponed a 2021 conference.  2022 was 
called off due to visa difficulties caused also by 
COVID issues.   

The conference is now meeting in Charlotte, 
NC from April 23rd through May 3rd.     
Pastor Karen has placed information on our  
Facebook page for more information.  Our  
Bishop has asked for prayers for the conference 
participants and for the Church – please pray 
daily for love and understanding.  If you have 
questions about what is happening or the issues 
presented, please speak to any Church Council 
member and/or Pastor Karen.   
 

 



 

 

 

Outreach Committee 

May baskets will be delivered to several of our 
shut ins. These will be assembled by our commit-
tee members. 

Our cooks will be busy preparing dinner for the 
the Cataumet shelter on May 23. A chicken en-
tree, veggies and fruit and yummy desserts will 
be delivered to the residents at the shelter. 

During the month of May and June there will be 
a box in Crain Hall clearly marked for 
UMCOR health kit donations. We will be 
collecting items and assembling kits to be deliv-
ered to conference in June. Some items have 
been bulk ordered through the outreach commit-
tee so we would ask you to focus on the other re-
quested items. Updates will be posted as we pro-
gress with the project. If you prefer not to shop 
and would like to make a cash donation, please 
see Marsha Burt. The list of health kit items will 
be available in Crain Hall or in your bulletin. 
Thank you all for your support. 

Finance Update 

The Finance committee is pleased to share that 
the pledges for 2024 have been increased over 
2023. We are a welcoming congregation and are 
always pleased to see new people attending.  

The trustees have committed to $20,000 of our 
budget this year, and we have already received 
$10,000 (1/2) of that amount in the first quarter 
of the year. There was $249.00 collected for the 
Native American Ministries. 

We are especially grateful for the faithful people 
who run our Thrift Shop, which contributes 
about $25,000 to our general fund. We would 
not be able to run the church without them. Our 
deepest thanks to all who work so hard to make 
our church grow and thrive. 

Looking into the future— 

On April 4th fifteen people from the congre-
gation met with Herb Taylor, a consultant 
with the Wesley Development Group.  After 
taking a tour of the church with Trustees 
Stu Parsons and Bob Burt, Herb led us in a 
brainstorming session about the needs of 
our church, the resources in the community 
and some wishes for the future.  Sharing 
our often-unspoken thoughts and concerns 
with others was an uplifting experience.  
Several people agreed to reach out to com-
munity leaders to provide input into the fu-
ture of Bourne to add to our discussions.  
Our next meeting with Herb is Thursday, 
May 9th at 10 am.  Stay tuned--- 

 

God’s House is in need of  
God’s people 

For several months the Trustees have been 
discussing among themselves and the 
Church Council a concern about the viabil-
ity of our roof, both over the Sanctuary and 
Crain Hall.  It is in poor condition and 
needs replacement this year.  After reaching 
out to several companies, a very competitive 
bid of $65,000 has been received from     
Cazeault & Sons Roofing to replace the roof 
this summer.  The Church Council voted to 
authorize the Trustees to contract this 
amount of money plus a contingency of 
$5,000 for any additional damage that 
might be found during the removal of the 
current roof.  Now it is up to the congrega-
tion to raise the funds for this project.  With 
this in mind the Council authorized a cam-
paign to raise the funds.  You will be hear-
ing about how each member of the congre-
gation can participate in the near future. 
God’s house is in need of God’s people.  

Volunteers Needed 

If you have some extra time even once a  

week, we could use your help! We are short 
staffed and looking for new smiling faces to 
help out in the Thrift Shop. If interested 
please reach out to Cathy Tibbetts or Susan 
Weston. 

Collecting for the Haitian Children 

 

This is a reminder that on the last Sunday of 
every month is when we do a collection for the 
Haitian Children. 

 



Prayer List 
 

The family of Noah Baker, Elwyn Barnes, 
Yvonne Beatty, Doug Caldwell, Dottie Cotter, 
Joan Durlacher, Jeff Penkuhn, Bishop Peggy 
Johnson, District Superintendent Wanda 
Santos-Perez, the Carr family; the family of 
Ed and Arlene Wheeler, Carol Ann Dubois, 
Joyce McLane, Jen and Ashley Moran, and 
their family; Donna Frink and family; Fred 
Bartholomew, Wilma and Max Smollen,  our 
Church, and our neighbors. We pray for 
God’s presence and comfort for all who des-
pair in spirit or suffer illness, those who seek 
shelter and safety, and those who live in fear 
or danger. May we learn to build peace in this 
beautiful, needful earth. 

 Birthdays 
 

Linda Henderson  5/1  
Blanche Cody 5/3  

Kathy Burgess  5/4 
Joan Davis 5/5  
Chris Mark  5/6 

Susan DeWitte 5/10  
Marsha Burt 5/11  
Susan Flynn  5/12 

Kathy Parsons 5/18  
 

Anniversaries 
 

Robert & Dottie Cotter 5/8  
Ed and Arlene Wheeler  5/12     

Steve and Julita Lucas 5/17  
David and Linda Dow  5/18 

 

 

 

Friends & Family  
Community Playgroup 

 
Happy spring- April showers bring may 
flowers! As we know the heat was out at 
the church for some time leaving play-
group in the nursery downstairs too cold 
to host our get togethers. We made sure 
to continue by going to the Johnathan 
Bourne library and used their playroom.  

This opportunity was a great way to ex-
plore new toys and new children. We are 
grateful to say that there is a consistent 
group of kids to get together to form 
bonds, learn to share and get their energy 
out.  
 
Feel free to tell family and friends about 
our group. It 
is free and for 
ages 0-5 
years held 
every  
Thursday 
from 10 to 
12 in the 
downstairs 
nursery.  

-  IN PERSON - 
 

THURSDAY,  MAY 9,  2024 at  7 :00PM  

BOURNE UMC—CRAIN HALL  
  

  email karenlillipax@gmail.com  

to receive preparation materials 

 

 

INVITATION TO SMALL GROUP 

 

Who is  the Scapegoat?  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

5 
 

6 

12:30pm 
UWF 

7 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

10am Wesley 
Dev Group 
7pm Small 
Group 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

10:30am  
Aptucxet 

14 15 

 

 
 

16 

5:30 Finance 

6:30  Council 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

21 22 

 

4:30pm  

Aptucxet 

 

23 
 

3pm-
Outreach 
(kitchen) 

24 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

Sunday:    10:30am Worship 
      6pm: NA 
      7pm Bible Book Club 
 

Monday:   10am: Meditation 
      6pm: AA 
 

Tuesday    6pm & 8pm: AA 

 

Wednesday: 7pm Choir Practice 
            7pm  AA 
 
Thursday: 10am  F&F Playgroup 

CUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

Sunday:    8:00am Choir Practice  

          9:00am Worship 

7:30pm AA 

 

     Monday :  7:30pm NA 

 

    Tuesday:  7:30pm AA 

 

     Wednesday: 8pm AA 

     

WFUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

    Sunday: 8:15am Worship 

 

    Wednesday: 9:30am Al-Anon  

May 2024 

Our Thrift Shop is open every day except Sunday, from 10am-3pm.  

 


