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Bourne, Cataumet, West Falmouth Parish United Methodist Newsletter 

From the Pastor 
  

We may expect to begin a new year with clear instructions and 
dreams, but Jan Richardson reminds us: 

 

Do not expect 

to return  

by the same road. 

Home is always  

by another way, 

and you will know it 

not by the light 

that waits for you, 

 

but by the star 

that blazes inside you, 

telling you 

where you are 

is holy 

and you are welcome 

here.  

 

Rich blessings on every day of your new year. 

See you in church. 

Karen Lilli Pax 

E P I P HA N Y  

will be observed on Sunday,  

January 7, 2024. 

 

Epiphany is the arrival of the 
Magi, strangers from the east,  

who followed the star to find 
the baby whose birth had been 

foretold. 

 

Who were they? 

 

Why did King Herod 

ask for their help 

to find this child? 



  

 

 Pumpkin Patch  
 

The parish has rolled up another outstanding 
Pumpkin Patch!  Thanks be and thanks to all 
the parishioners who set up the patch, un-
loaded the pumpkins, greeted patch custom-
ers, counted sales, put the patch to bed, and 
prayed for this mission project.  We delivered 
a check for $15,549.45 to the Bourne Food 
Pantry and created a market for the Navajo 
famers that yielded $19,105.80.  Along the 
way we had many opportunities for fellowship 
and outreach.   

 

So in Christ we, though many, 
form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others. Romans 12:5 

 

 

Outreach 

Many, many thanks to all who have support-
ed our outreach endeavors this year. From 
health kits to baby shower items, to the dia-
per brigade and the family to family Christ-
mas giving. Also, the 2 suppers at Cataumet 
shelter and the clothing drive for residents 
at the Eastern Inn shelter….. you have 
opened your wallets and your hearts to 
make these events all possible.  

My very special thanks goes to my commit-
tee members. They were there when I need-
ed them, generous with their time and al-
ways supportive of my crazy plans and ideas 
most especially the Heifer Sunday. It was a 
huge labor of love and a wonderful success.  

 

With my deepest gratitude to you all, 

Marsha Burt, Outreach chair 

On Wednesday evening, December 13, 2023, at 7:00pm, a dozen local 
clergy participated in a special Blue Christmas contemplative service 
for the community at St. Barnabas’s Episcopal Church in Falmouth.   
 

Invited by Rev. Will Mebane, Jr., each had a voice in offering comfort 

and care to those feeling sorrow and loneliness during this holiday 
season which is dominated by merriment and joy.   
 

Responsive readings, prayers, scripture, a brief message, hymn sing-
ing and organ music, provided space to be with difficult feelings. In 
addition to candlelight in the sanctuary, all present were invited to 
light a slim white taper  “as an offering to God, symbolizing the con-
cerns on your heart.”   
 

The illuminated tapers were placed one by one, into two small boxes 
of sand in the front of the church.  The boxes, full of flickering light by 
the end of the service, were stars of memory and shared pain.  It was a 
deeply moving service, attended by people from different local 
churches, and was a simple and beautiful evening of longing and 
peace. 



F A I T H  P R O F I L E S  

Marsha Burt 

  

FAITH PROFILES will be a regular feature of our newsletter each month 

to help acquaint members of the three churches with each other. 

 

We moved to the Cape in 1981 and 

have been active at Bourne UMC since 

then.  I’ve sung in the choir and served 

on committees such as Outreach and  

Finance.  I taught Sunday School and 

managed the Thrift Shop for many years,  chaired the Pumpkin 

Patch and did other outreach projects. I love doing things for other 

people.    

I was born in Melrose, MA.  When I was two, my father decided he wanted to 

be a pastor, so we moved to Kansas for four years while he attended college, 

and then back to MA so he could attend Andover Newton Theological Semi-

nary.  I can remember riding an hour to the church we attended in Kansas.; 

there was no radio in the car so we sang songs like “This Little Light of Mine.”  

I started to realize the importance of religion when my dad got his first church 

job, when I was six.  We were in that church for six years, and I remember 

learning the books of the Bible in Sunday School.  My dad baptized me at age 

thirteen, and performed our wedding when I was twenty-one. 

Bob and I both grew up in church, and attended regularly with our 

families.  When we were first married we lived in New Hampshire 

and Maine and were not active in church for a while, but when I was 

eight months pregnant with my first child we shopped for a church 

that had good Christian Education for children.  The Methodist 

Church near us had a new education wing and we began attending 

there.   All three of our children grew up in church. 

I love my family more than 

anything, and love spending 

time with my kids and grand-

kids.   

We are all doing our best to 

“Be the Light.” 

 



 

  

 

Prayer List 

The family of Noah Baker, Elwyn Barnes, 
Yvonne Beatty, Sarah Butler, Doug Caldwell, 

Dottie Cotter, Joan Davis, Bishop Peggy John-
son, District Superintendent Wanda Santos-
Perez, the Carr family; the family of Ed and 
Arlene Wheeler, Carol Ann Dubois, Joyce 
McLane, Jen and Ashley Moran, and their 

family; Donna Frink and family; Fred Barthol-
omew, those suffering from and at risk of 

Covid-19 and other diseases. Our Service men 
and women. Our nation and God’s world. Our 
Church, our neighbors, our country, US ser-

vice people, all who serve God; those who are 
hungry, homeless, sick, lonely, strangers or 

unrecognized… peace on earth and God's grace 
for all of God’s world 

 

   Birthdays 

Caryn White       1/14 
Chris Camposano       1/23 

Earl Johnson       1/27 
Elwyn Barnes           1/27   

 Earl Johnson                     1/27 

Chris Casanova      1/27  
Don Loud                            1/28 

Anniversaries 
Richard & JoAnn Jensen   1/7 

 Bible Book Club 
 

January marks the beginning of the fourth 
year of a group of women meeting on Sunday 
nights to share, support, learn, and laugh to-
gether.  Please consider joining us as we meet 
on Sunday, January 6th at 7 pm to share 
our Christmas adventures and to consider 
where we will go next as we explore and 
share our spiritual journeys.  It is the perfect 
time to join in and start the New Year with 
something new.  In the past we have studied 
various books of the Bible and other inspira-
tional and thought provoking books.  We 
meet on Zoom so you can do this in the com-
fort of your home and from wherever you are 
(we have members in Texas, Arizona, Con-
necticut, and other areas of Massachusetts). 
If you have any questions or would like to try 
it and want to receive the Zoom link, contact 
Susan Goux at sgoux10@gmail.com or 774 
392-4934. 

 

  Family and Friends Playgroup  

The Family and Friends Playgroup is on  
hiatus until early in January. 

-  IN PERSON - 
 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY 11 ,  2023  

a t  7 :00PM 

BOURNE UMC—CRAIN HALL  

  email karenlillipax@gmail.com  

to receive preparation materials 

 

INVITATION TO SMALL GROUP 

 

E n e m i e s  &  N e i g h b o r s  
 

WHO GETS TO CHOOSE?  
 

A conversat ion  
led by Karen Arnold   

WELCOME BABY JOSEPH! 
                       Born December 5, 2023 

                       8’13” and 21” long 

 

  

 

 
 Proud sister                              Proud parents  

       Maddie                                           Sarah & Tyler                                  

     

                                          

 

 

mailto:sgoux10@gmail.com
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10:30 Aptucxet 
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7pm Small 
Group 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 
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15 

 

16 17 18 

 

5:30 Council 

6:30 Finance 
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28 
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BUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

Sunday:    10:30am Worship 
       6pm: NA 
      7pm Bible Book Club 
 

Monday:   10am: Meditation 
      6pm: AA 
 

Tuesday    6pm & 8pm: AA 

 

Wednesday: 10am Prayer Group    
                 (2nd &4th) 
       7pm Choir Practice 
       7pm  AA 
 
Thursday: 10am  F&F Playgroup 

CUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

Sunday:    8:00am Choir Practice  

         9:00am Worship 

7:30pm AA 

 

     Monday :  7:30pm NA 

 

    Tuesday:  7:30pm AA 

 

     Thursday: 6pm AA 

     

WFUMC Regular  

Monthly Events 

 

    Sunday: 8:15am Worship 

 

    Wednesday: 9:30am Al-Anon  

January 2024 

Our Thrift Shop is Open everyday from 10am-3pm, closed on Sunday.  


